Why Do Owls Hunt at Night?: answers

Year 3 - 11 marks. Accept any sensible answer that is backed up by the text.

1. nocturnal (1 mark)

Finding information (2b). A key word is stated and explained in the text, so the child practises finding it.

2. To let in as much light as possible, so it can see in the dark. (1 mark)

Finding information (2b). A reason to find in the “Big eyes” section.

3. Hidden under the feathers on the sides of its head. (1 mark)

Finding information (2b). Finding a detail in the right section.

4. amazing (1 mark)

Word meaning (2a). Matching a word to its meaning, using the section heading to find the right place.

5. Because it cannot move its eyes in their sockets. (1 mark)

Explaining from the text. The child links a fact to the reason for it.

6. They let the owl fly almost silently, so a mouse cannot hear it coming. (2 marks)

Explaining from the text. Two facts from the same section have to be joined into one explanation.

7. To stay safe and rest without being seen or disturbed (any sensible reason). (2 marks)

Inference (2d). The text says where owls sleep but not why, so the child has to work it out.

8. One mark for naming a feature (big eyes, sharp hearing or silent wings) and one for saying
how it helps, for example: “An owl has big eyes that let in lots of light, so it can see in the dark.”
(2 marks)

Summarising (2c). Pulling the main idea out of several paragraphs into one clear sentence.
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