The Snowy Mountains Scheme: answers

Year 5 - 15 marks. Accept any sensible answer that is backed up by the text.

1. 1949. (1 mark)

Finding information. A fact to find in the second section.

2. Any two of: 16 major dams; seven power stations; about 145 kilometres of tunnels. (2 marks)

Finding information. Collecting facts from one sentence.

3. It flowed quickly and roughly, falling over rocks and down slopes. (1 mark)

Word meaning. Understanding what a descriptive verb shows.

4. To send water from the Snowy River west to the Murray and Murrumbidgee rivers to help
farms inland, and to make electricity. (2 marks)

Explaining from the text. Linking the problem and the solution in the text.

5. They had to cooperate and work together even though they came from many different
countries and cultures. (2 marks)

Inference. Working out what a phrase suggests about the people involved.

6. “However, diverting so much water changed the Snowy River itself, and in recent years more

water has been released back into the river.” (2 marks)

Quoting from the text. Choosing the sentence that proves a point and copying it exactly.

7. Some results were good and some were not: the Scheme brought water and electricity, but it
also changed the river. (2 marks)

Word meaning. Working out a word from the details in the paragraph.

8. One point each for: why (to send water from the Snowy River to dry inland farms and make
electricity); who (more than 100,000 workers from over 30 countries); what it changed (water
for farms and power, a changed river, and many workers who stayed and made their homes in
Australia). (3 marks)

Summarising. A strong summary covers the main ideas from every section.
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