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How Do Koalas Live?: answers
Year 3 · 13 marks. Accept any sensible answer that is backed up by the text.

1. In the eucalyptus forests of eastern Australia. (1 mark)

Finding information. A fact stated in the first section.

2. An animal that carries its baby in a pouch, like a kangaroo. (1 mark)

Finding information. The text explains the word, so the child practises finding a definition in the passage.

3. A baby koala. (1 mark)

Word meaning. Finding the meaning of a key word in the text.

4. Eucalyptus leaves are tough and give them very little energy. (2 marks)

Explaining from the text. A cause-and-effect link between two sentences in the same section.

5. 1. The joey is born and crawls into its mother’s pouch. 2. The joey stays in the pouch for
about six months. 3. The joey rides on its mother’s back. (2 marks)

Sequencing events. Putting a life cycle in order shows the child followed the text from start to finish.

6. They look like bears, so people think they are bears. (2 marks)

Inference. Reading between the lines to explain why a mistake is common.

7. Koalas live in forests and eat eucalyptus leaves, so more trees give them homes and food. (2
marks)

Inference. The text gives facts in separate sections. The child joins them to work out the reason.

8. One point for what a koala is or how it lives (a sleepy marsupial that eats eucalyptus leaves);
one for another main idea (joeys grow in the pouch, or koalas need protecting). (2 marks)

Summarising. Sum up a whole text in one sentence.


